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the atmosphere of the Upanishads. A quite extraordinary
enhancement of the. soul's value must have taken place in
Eckehart, i.e. a magnified sense of his awn inner being,
that enabled him to rise to a, so to speak, purely psycho-
logical, hence relative, conception of God and of His
relation with man,
The discovery and circumstantial formulation of the
relativity of God to man and his soul, is, in my view, one of
the most important steps upon the way to a psychological
understanding of the religious phenomenon; it is the
dawning possibility of a liberation of the religious function
from the stifling limitations of intellectual criticism, though
this criticism has, of course, an equal right to existence,
We now come to the real task of this chapter, namely
the discussion of the relativity of the symbol To my
mind the relativity of God denotes a point of view which
ceases to regard God as an " absolute ", *>. removed from
the human subject and existing outside all human condi-
tions, but as, in a certain sense, dependent upon the human
subject; it also involves the existence of a reciprocal and
indispensable relation between man and God, whereby
man is not merely regarded as a function of God, but
God also becomes a psychological function of man.
To our analytical psychology, which from the human
standpoint must be regarded as an empirical science, the
image of God is the symbolic expression of a certain
psychological state, or function, which has the character of
absolute superiority to the conscious will of the subject;
hence it can enforce or bring about a standard of accom-
plishment that would be unattainable to conscious effort,
This overwhelming impulse—in so far as the divine function
is manifested in action—or this inspiration that transcends
all conscious understanding, proceeds from a heaping-up
of energy in the unconscious. This libido accumulation
animates images which the collective unconscious contains

